PLANET LEBANON
First day: Tuesday, June 29, 2010.
The conference begins with a welcome speech by the President of the Republic, represented by the Minister of Economy Mohammad Safadi, the President of the Council of Ministers, represented by Yassin Jaber, and the President of the House of Representatives, represented by the MP Pharaoh. The speech highlighted the importance of expatriates who are demonstrating their power and proving that they are the reason behind Lebanon’s recovery from many crises (the coalition name is: Vote for a Successful Lebanon). The speech stressed as well on the importance and necessity of a good atmosphere for the investments and interaction to take place; Lebanon is witnessing today many ongoing investments, and our conference today calls to interact with it and with its expatriates.
Speech of Dr. Nassib Fawaz, President of the Lebanese International Business Council (LIBC):
Fawaz welcomed the President of the Republic, General Michel Sleiman, the Prime Minister and the Chairman of the House of Representatives:
My brothers and sisters from the five continents,

I would like to thank, on the behalf of the Lebanese expatriates, your consideration as well as your attendance at our Conference, and I would also like to convey my sincere greetings and appreciation to all the Lebanese institutions. Lebanon was not and will never be a small country, being deployed in the five continents; the country has these features and qualities cannot be measured by civilizations’ area. We reflect civilizations and transcend any ethnic or sectarian node, proving therefore the feature of the Lebanese people and their noble homeland. The Lebanese were distinguished wherever they were on earth:
They give and don’t take – Lebanon is a unique way of life.
Lebanon is the land of blessing, holiness and hospitality, as well as the land of the finest Civilizations.
The expatriates have confidence in their army and country, and today is an occasion to confirm that the Lebanese expatriate is a real wealth such as oil and gold, and we refuse to be considered as numbers. Here are the Headlines:
- Establishment of the House of the Lebanese Expatriate
- Expatriates’ representation in the House of Representatives; not less than 20 seats,

    including 4 for each district
- Establishment of the Ministry of Expatriates

- Establishment of an Administrative Board - involvement of expatriates in all electoral 
  processes  (voting via internet)

- Obtain the Lebanese nationality (according to the nationality of the mother or father)
- Enactment of laws and legislations to reduce taxes for example, or put an end to
 corruption and investment

- Trustworthy Banking System

- Improvement of investment incentives, including security

- Improvement of infrastructure

- Liberalization of expatriates from political pressure regarding their investments.

Speech of Mr. Alfredo Cotait, President of the Brazilian-Lebanese Chamber of Commerce:

I’m Brazilian from Lebanese blood

We are from “Jdeidet Marjeiyoun”.
My father had 7 brothers, but he was the only that was born in Lebanon and went to Brazil.
Today, we are more than 8 million people.
Brazil has 27 states and 5000 cities.
When I became president of Brazilian–Lebanese chamber of commerce, my goal was to create a link with Lebanon and let the Lebanese people understand how the Brazilian people work. 
Lebanon will be his gateway to the region.

President Lola Da Silva was here in December 2003, but we couldn’t use this event to plan a stronger business work.
In 2004, a massive group came to Beirut marathon; it was the largest Brazilian group who visited Lebanon.
Now, in 2010, more than 50 persons are coming with us.
- Necessity of benefiting from Lebanese Brazilian people.
- Necessity of an annual business meeting.
- Necessity of helping each other in order to increase our trade and business.
- Necessity of hard work.
- Necessity of supporting the Lebanese people.
Lebanon is not merely a country expanded around the word, so the expatriate has the right to remain in touch with his home country.
Speech of Mohammad Safadi, Minister of Economy and Trade:
I convey the greetings of the President.
If Lebanon's strength lies in the unity of its people, then its scientific brilliance lies in its expatriates. Today, Lebanon is enjoying political and security stability, and thus it was elected as a non-permanent member of the Security Council.
Lebanon is witnessing today a significant growth and an increase in the reserves of the Bank of Lebanon; these positive indicators motivate the expatriates to invest in it.

The nation is responsible for creating incentives for industry, agriculture and trade.
We encourage joint projects.

The House of Representatives holds a legislative session to answer the expatriates’ requests.

Speech of Professor Clovis Maksoud – Arab League
The aim of our meeting today is to discuss the future of the relationship between the Lebanese communities and Lebanon. There is a great responsibility lying on those who were deployed in the world and made achievements; they are not expatriates but communities scattered in the world. 
What is the role of the Lebanese communities towards Lebanon?

The major problem we are facing is the recruitment of communities.

There is a generation of young people - between 14 and 28 years old - who are new voters and who should not enter the quagmire of religious communities. Lebanese communities are required to work for the benefit of their homeland.

There are Israeli attempts to control the oil hubs, and therefore there should be a Lebanese consensus in the interest of Lebanon and the Arabs.
We have to plant the seeds of negotiation.

I want from the new voters to vote only on the basis of nationalism and not on the basis of religion or confession.

We are a part of an independent pole in Lebanon to which we get a large part of an ancient Arab nation. It should be recognized that the system’s duty is to encourage overlap and standardization of the Arab common market.

Lebanon is one of the makers of the human rights charter, which means that there are rights for everyone in Lebanon and especially for those who settled in it as a result of Israeli attacks - we believe that the right of the Palestinian people lies not only in their return home, but also in the establishment of an independent state with Jerusalem as capital.
I’m saying this because we are in a difficult historical period - there is the trend of globalization, the financial crises, etc.

The sectarian situation in Lebanon is not so good - what is required is communication among the Lebanese. The role and message of Lebanon today are the weighting of logic over instinct and nerves over nervosity.

Opening of the first session - concerning the evaluation the global financial crisis in Lebanon - with Dr. Joseph Torbey, President of the Association of Banks in Lebanon.
I acknowledge the efforts of these conference organizers in order to encourage investment in Lebanon.

We are discussing the promotion of investments in the light of the prevailing global financial crisis. 

What is interesting and distinctive is the fact that the Lebanese economy continues to grow by 20%, due to political stability and positive path, and that after it had grown by 9% in 2008 and 2009.
- Payments surplus

- Steady flow of remittances from overseas

- Improved exports, increased transport movements and decreased interests.

- The banking sector goes beyond the 130 billion dollars and provides twenty thousand

   jobs.

- Increase in loans and advances from our acquaintances.

-The return of Lebanon’s economy, after having surpassed the constitutional entitlements,
  created a climate of internal and external satisfaction. 
- Investors and expatriates are called upon to invest heavily
Speech of Dr. Riad Salemeh, governor of the Lebanese Central Bank:
The global crisis is not over yet; we are actually facing initiatives that are delaying the end of this crisis:
1 - Rules based on the decrease and increase of liquidity: when a credit is slow, economy
     is weak.

2- The problems of some countries in extending the debt and financing the additional
     needs are thus leading G20 to austerity.

3- Market not comforted with initiatives:

In the past: the euro rose and the dollar fell

Today: the euro is falling and the dollar rising
This leads to lack of confidence and hesitation regarding initiatives.
Lebanon’s economy represents 2.5% of Europe economy.

Orientation towards a biggest growth and job opportunities for G20 will take time.
In Lebanon:
- The banking model that is based on the distinction between trade and money equals to
   30%.

- Development of credit policies for real estate and stocks. This model allowed Lebanon
  to have an adverse reaction to what happened globally and the reason is the Lebanese
  skill and the increase of deposits by 50%. There is a surplus of 200 billion dollars,
  which helped in reducing the debt to the GDP.
There are other evidences that helped to Lebanon

Lebanon's population has increased by 27%, which has led to a rise in demand for real estate. So it’s obvious that the demand came mainly from Lebanese people, being residents or not.
Construction and consumption are two main factors in Lebanon’s economic growth.

- Liquidity growth has lowered the interest rates by 3%.

- Interests have supported the social loans.
The above-mentioned facts have helped using liquidity for the benefit of the Lebanese economy. The main objective of the Central Bank of Lebanon is to control liquidity for it not to become a speculation tool or disrupt the credit operation, making the rate of inflation in Lebanon not greater than 4%. This policy has a cost, but this cost is an investment for economic growth.
Prevention of transmission of the crisis from abroad to Lebanon

- Encouragement for using of the Lebanese pound in savings or credit.
  State deposits fell from 47% to 36%, therefore three quarters of the loans have to be in
  the Lebanese pound.
- Reforms reduce the annual deficit.

  We are keen on trust and high growth, so we need reforms to reduce the Lebanon’s
  deficit.

Industry funding is lower cost on debt.
There are initiatives to lend up to 10 billion dollars to small institutions.
There are ongoing industrial development projects in Lebanon, and thus the Lebanese economy won’t be what is disrupting economic development projects.

Under globalization, any sector that does not have continuity is a burden on the state.

Markets determine their demand.

There are international treaties providing funding for banks.

Lebanese banks absorbed the immigrants’ liquidity and reduced interest rates to 3%.

Lebanon is not financed by the world market but only by Beirut market.
Session I: Evaluation of the banking reality in Lebanon's conducted by Dr. Marwan Iskandar, expert in finance, economy and banking.
I have been alleging 4 or 5 years ago that the volume of national income is bigger than statistics indicate.

There are two things:

Lebanon's large economy is the economy of Lebanese people outside Lebanon.

In Lebanon, everything is under control except audiovisual institutions.

Speech of Mr. Georges Abou Jaoudeh

I set up an overview of the wishes:

1- The reasons why banking sector in Lebanon wasn’t affected by the crisis:

2 - Unlike the rest of the world, the banking sector has posted a growth that has slightly
     decreased, but its rate remains higher than the rates of other countries. Few of the most
     important bank characteristics:
3- They enjoy sufficient maturity in management and strict control.

4- The most important element is the growth percentage achieved: the ratio of debt
    decreased and reached 142% of the recorded output.

5- 192% in Japan and 96% in Belgium.

6- The path of financial reform should remain constant.
The Governor of the Central Bank of Lebanon encouraged housing and education loans and created new job opportunities. Investing requires calm for the second factor which lies in the intelligent promotion of investments.
Economy activation runs at all levels: Waiting for the right moment to start privatization and improve the level of services and the electricity sector. The revenues help in reducing the public debt and service cost. The challenges of the next phase are great and cannot be faced with stability.
Structural reforms are a must. 

The biggest challenge is the transition from recovery to stabilization phase.

Speech of Dr. Saad Al-Azhari:
There’s a relationship between banking growth and economic growth.

- Supporting of Lebanese banks

- Funding private sector
- Developing and expanding communication channels through the adoption of electronic
  banking
- Funding public sector

- Fruitful coordination with the international authorities that improve the banking sector

- Deposits’ development for non-residents amounted to 1.6 billion dollars, which helped
  banks to develop their respective areas to amount 2.5 billion dollars
Banks are habilitated to deal with all the challenges:

- Funding long-term projects

- Developing bank's work in universal banking

- Developing industrial banking and promoting Beirut role
- Improving the classification of banks has helped in raising the quality.
Speech of Dr. David Hammoud:
Relationship with the expatriate sector:

Does Lebanon need the Lebanese immigrants? 
Lebanon has a unique advantage: This small country has a value: Alienation of this country can attract the money and capital from abroad, even in the security and economic crisis. The relationship between home and exile of the multiplicity of banks goes back to the Independence. 

The reasons for the success of the banking sector: 

1 - High-level educational system and collectors
2 - Trust
3 - The spirit of service 

4 - Free economic system 

5 - Alienation 

6 - system-integrated knowledge 

7 – Full legal system 

Reasons why the Lebanese banks avoided the crisis: 
- Modest size in comparison with the rest of the world wide banks 

- Sufficiency of revenue 

- Care of the Bank of Lebanon 

- Large amount of liquidity poured into the Lebanese market
- The expansion of capital base 

- Considering the regional markets a strategic goal 

- Meeting the challenges of public administration 

- Attention to Lebanese youth and study the scale of the ranks
- Work on restore Lebanon as a regional center 

- Development of the Beirut Stock Exchange 

Speech of Mr. Fouad Matragi leading the development work of Islamic banks in Lebanon. 

The crisis toppled in some institutions and got us into a crisis of confidence. 

We have to start asking for the renewal of the global system. 

Address the idea of Islamic banking to reduce damages. 

The global system is on the way to renewal. 

Islamic banks: 

- A key tool to expand the Bases 

- A tool to expand the investment base 

- Islamic banks contribute to lower inflation 

- Potential losses turn to the benefits of banking
- Privacy appears through the possibility of financing projects, especially in serious   projects such as agriculture
- Multiple social services: free charitable assistance (handout)
- The absence of a mechanism capable of interaction
- Lack of development, especially at the level of technology
Session 2: Prospects of a strategy for tourism in Lebanon

Speech of Mr. Mohammad Choucair: 
I want to thank the Lebanese International Business Council. 

This year will bring the high number of tourists, which leaves us with great challenges. 

I say that there is petrol in Lebanon and we should know how to benefit from it. All have to develop the tourism sector. Lebanon has most of the elements required. 

Salutation to all the Lebanese expatriates and to their insistence on visiting Lebanon. The attraction of such a large number is an achievement and persuading them to stay is the toughest part. 

The requirements of tourism are all available in Lebanon, the water and the green nature.
Speech of the Minister of Tourism: 

We have different trails in Lebanon
 Investment opportunities:
· Different sites for house back riding 

· Building cottages 

· Off road 

· Caving 

Religious trail: 

· Christian

· Druze

· Muslim 
Kids trail: 

· Activities that related to the children and the family educational events
Culinary trail: 

· Kebbeh 

· Tabouleh 
· Other Lebanese cuisines
Investments: 

· Restaurant

· Hotel

· Resorts

· beach resort 

· Sports competition 
· Yacht shows 
Spirit and drink trail: 

· Matte
· Arak

· Jallab 
Maintain winter trail 
· Cottages

· health resorts

· spa
Education and knowledge trails 

Healthcare and medical tourism trail:
· Programs
· healthy climate
· relaxation
Exhibitions trail: 

· Night life trail

· Downtown

· Jemayzé 
Worldwide reviews

· Beyrouth nightlife is reported by CNN as one of the best in the world
Speech of Dr. Fadi Saab: 
There are several suggestions: 

- Making tourism as a priority 

- Take useful operational reforms 

Components of the success of the tourism industry: 

- Stability of tourism and security. 

- Strict respect for the fair laws. 

- A modern infrastructure. 

- Strategy with clear goals. 

- Action Plan of time. 

- The full commitment of all concerned parties.
- The participation of public and private sectors. 

- Cooperation among all the opponents of production  or Team work. 

- Facilities: Modern Internet and fixed-line service. 

- Government support. 
- Capabilities and complementary competencies. 

- Monuments and sites of attraction. 

- Individual and collective responsibility. 
The tourism sector is the mainstay in Lebanon and it affects the lives of many Lebanese. Our green nature remains a treasure in our hands.
Speech of Mr. Dani Richa. 

2010 is a good start. 

For many years we have not given tourism a fair part. 

Holidays became a right. Travelers are looking for more with a story of a positive experience. 

Authenticity is important for tourism. 

Lebanon there is a lot to be discovered. 

They come here by listening to: 

- Family 

- Friends 

- Web 

All ages are interested in cultural holidays that Lebanon is very good in tourists are traveling for finding a pleasure and  lots of visitors came here for meeting Lebanese people we have great food, culture  and all the seasons. 

I believe that Lebanon time has come and we need to get the right communication in place. 

 In 2001: We focused on temperature 33 ˚ C of beach or 16 ˚ C in Faraya. 

Lebanon shows all the beauty in a small place. Once you come to Lebanon, you never leave it’s hard to leave Lebanon. 

Challenges that we have:

 Lebanon image has suffered from the war. 

Speech of  Mr. Abdullah Jamal. 
We witnessed an increase of tourists in Lebanon since 2009 (30%), this due to the state of stability and security present in Lebanon. 

The growth level requires a significant number of direct investments, whereas in Lebanon there are no such investments. We hope to

· Improve the transport facilities and encourage the touristic offices and their coordination with the offices of passport services.

· Organize the transfer of passengers to and from the airport. 

· Create partnerships to secure medium-sized projects that attract more tourists outside of Beirut.

· A partnership between the Ministry of Tourism and the private and civil sector is more than welcome.

The second day : Wednesday, June 30, 2010.
Session 3: Emerging sectors for the prosperity of Lebanon.
Speech of Mr. Nehmat frem President of the Industrialists Association in Lebanon. 
Each year we have a new debt in order to pay back the debt service. Practically, the debt increases more than 4 billion dollars each year. A creative way is to create a dynamic regular debt relief system. Our economy must increase the interest rate of 6% and today the swift growth in Lebanon is a must, or else we will enter a loop of increasing the interest. The industry grows each year by 20% and the infrastructure in Lebanon can no longer withstand this growth. Growth increases investments and the solution is partnerships or new ideas.

Speech of the Minister Rayya el Hassan
We have successfully endured the world’s financial crisis and this is good since we are now considered a safe haven for the foreigners and specially the Lebanese immigrants to place their money in. Our deposits’ growth has reached 29% which is considered good for most sectors. And that has led to significant growth in the real estate, banking and tourism sectors, this creating job opportunities and lowering our debt to GDP ratio of 148%.

Speech of the Minister Ibrahim Najjar:

Since I am most concerned with justice, I will send a clear message: What do the expatriates expect from justice in Lebanon? Do they hope for:

· The real estate wealth to be a source of assurance?

· Their money to be in a safe place?

· The swift judgment issuing of pressed charges, if any, by fair judges

· The money and commerce related issues to be dealt with independently from political influence

The Lebanese were intelligent enough to realize that there was a fixed limit line to these issues despite the large number of parties, and that due to the law. Let it be known that anyone is able to choose the court and law of his choice, and that the Lebanese legislations and regulations are open to the world and to the civil and Anglo-Saxon laws. This is a remarkable outcome, and the Law of legislation of partnerships between the Private sector and the Public sector is about done, while adding that the Lebanese banks are more than excited about it.

Today is a historical chance for the Emigrant to understand that his country presents opportunities and assurances of many viable investments.

If we want to buy machines, yet we have no money, or want to buy a house, the bank is the one that we turn to and helps us obtain possessions. As Arabs have a big share of possessions and investments in Lebanon, we should control these possessions via the legislations which have certain gaps.

Speech of Mr. Roger Nanas
Assuring the communication between Lebanon and its expatriates wherever they are is one of the means to the sustainability of the Lebanese economy. Lebanon attracts investments, and even though the country faced international, economic and social challenges, their implemented solutions are proof of cooperation between all sectors.

The country’s development enhances the sense of political and cultural belonging through:

· Agricultural development stimulation

· Putting an end to rural exodus

· Constructions’ expansion

· Technological development

· Economic growth

· Rural tourism, skiing, mountain exploration and other entertainments

· Necessity to support the enactment of legislation

· Government’s measures to increase GDP

· Economic and social council’s role in ensuring mutual grounds for all to discuss, coordinate and improve

· Cooperation between the Economic and social council and the Lebanese Parliament

· Complete implementation of the government’s projects

Speech of the Minister Tarek Mitri

Lebanon has a commitment towards its expatriates in providing them with their voting rights in order to ensure their healthy relationship with their home country. Their signatures should be recorded in their embassies and the right to the Lebanese nationality’s heritage should be given. There is a need for the holders of Lebanese roots to reinforce their knowledge of Lebanon and demand touristic and informational offices to be opened abroad. Lebanon has a unique set of human strength in the field of Information Technology (IT); however there is delay and suspension in providing a proper infrastructure that allows investments, thus the immigration of that force.

There is a need to:

· Increase the country’s total bandwidth

· Make use of translation opportunities and vice versa

· Build a solid relationship between Lebanon and the world
Our era allows us to fulfill these needs through electronic communications, and yet we remain behind in spite of our human resources capabilities.

There are 120 news websites however most of them are in Arabic and the translation is insufficient and does not meet the expatriates’ needs. The ministry of information is busy publishing them in Arabic, leaving it up to us to make them available in other languages and deliver useful information to the Lebanese abroad, and bring outer information to us. We should contribute in developing rural compounds, and encourage cultural and environmental growth in Lebanon, so that we may establish a partnership between the Lebanese in Lebanon and those abroad. We should not only consider attracting investors to Lebanon, but also meet the needs of the Lebanese expatriates.

Speech of the Minister Mohammed Rahal

The immigration affects all aspects of our lives given its large proportion. I consider it as positive as it is essential to Lebanon. All the Lebanese expatriates are helping their country: they represented Lebanon abroad when we had no Lebanese government and they were the ones that held Lebanon’s name high. We have to draw potentials to Lebanon. The financial crisis has brought to Lebanon much money and the environment became a priority in all the communities. Increasing urbanism cannot go on this way and should take more and more into consideration the environment and integrate it into its plans. Beach resorts should look into the environment aspects, power industry regulations should be set for greener energy production, building permits should be reviewed and solar panels should be increasingly deployed.

These subjects should be further studied, since investments in ecological tourism need contributions from all the ministries (such as the organization of crushers and deforestations). The sympathy of the Lebanese expatriates is not enough, they are very attached to their country Lebanon.

Speech of Mr. Stephan Ataly, Manager of ESA

Globalization is leading to computerization, which is better. Lebanon presents many characteristics such as cultural diversity. These characteristics should be unique and non-imitable; however everything is imitable except cultural diversity. Identifying this type of diversity is an advantage, for example, the human factor, one of the country’s main resources. ESA is the Graduate School of Business, and the linking point between the West and the East. The objective is to benefit from our country. When our professors go back to Europe, they come back richer and become the bearers of the truth about Lebanon. They become little by little Lebanon’s ambassadors. Through the human resources we can build anything and the market develops more and more. Lebanon today is seen as an example. We have the capacity to bring investors, and it is up to us to provide them with the means necessary for their investments.

Speech of Miss. Souha Azar

Our mission at the Lebanese Canadian Chamber of Commerce is to promote business relations between Lebanon and Canada, having Lebanese and Canadian chamber members. We are creating business links between Lebanese immigrants and Lebanon, and in order for Lebanon to attract more Canadian investments and preserve it needs to develop many aspects including:

· Decentralization, to reduce the pressure on the government and others

· Lack of discipline and respect in the Lebanese market

· Corruption, which is justified in Lebanon

No country more than Lebanon deserves an effort and it is has the privilege to have a double identity.
Speech of Mr. David Hammoud
Lebanese people in America have strong feelings for Lebanon.

We say in Arabic: ايد واحدة ما بتزقف (One hand cannot clap alone)

How do we create a welcoming environment for the American people? 45% of American Lebanese citizens are employed in management. Lebanon became the 7th market for America in the Middle East. 

How do we attract these American businessmen? We need to fix negative points such as:

· Infrastructure – Electricity

· Corruption
Session 4:Investing in Lebanon business to business sectorial panels.
Speech of Mr.Nabil Itani

We will be talking in this session about the investments in Lebanon in the private and public sector, the financing policy and the experience of a few of the Lebanese expatriates who invested in Lebanon.

Speech of Mr. Alain Kerdahi

The investment in Lebanon is in direct relation with the country’s infrastructure including transportation, buildings, electricity and water. Lebanon went through the financial crisis with an acceptable outcome, and that being said we need to coordinate our expenses. The Council of Development is taking part in matters such as:

· Providing a relationship between business owners and immigrant consultants. Numbers in our cabinets are up to 1.3 Billion dollars ready to for implementation in addition to a 350 million dollars’ worth of loans and new transfers.

· The pressure on the electricity sector from the scope of power production, power distribution and tax collection

· Large water infrastructure plans (Litany project to be signed soon)

· A highway between Beirut and Damascus

· Beirut port

· Extend Beirut Airport

· All of Lebanon’s infrastructure
Speech of Mr. Ziad Hayek

The higher council for privatization is a committee composed of ministers, led by the Prime Minister and includes the minister of Finance and minister of justice, and others. The only sector that is eligible for privatization is the sector of telecommunications, and the remaining sectors will be divided between private and public. It is essential that capitals are invested in Lebanon from the expatriates in available projects associated to dams, electricity distribution, highways and roads, bridges, sewage treatment plants, and others. If an immigrant decides to invest in Lebanon, he should invest in his own town. This being said, we will work with countries and not only ministries. Unemployment is the biggest result of the world’s financial crisis, and to eliminate it, we need to enhance our infrastructure, since it will open new work vacancies. Such an unemployment crisis usually ends after a short while; however in Lebanon it has proved to be a long lasting one.

Speech of Mr. Makram Sader
There is a need to invest in the production sector which uses the most recent technologies. The government is collaborating with the Arabic funds cabinets and that under the monitoring of the bank of Lebanon. A protocol is in place between the banks of Lebanon and the Ministry of Finance and a collaboration plan is set between the bank of Lebanon and Association of the Banks of Lebanon to lower the cost of financing for projects such as housing and others. There is no economic growth in a country without investments, for they assure order and economic sustainability.

Speech of Mr.Fahim el jamiil
Lebanon can move forward from the global economics state, and the revolution can stimulate new and long investments.
Lebanon is a different structure:

Developing infrastructure

Immigrant development

Money transfers

Immigrant community
Session 5: Migration and development.
Speech of Mr. Haytham Jem3a

The LIBC organized this conference in order to produce future independent businesses. Immigration was not as important as it is today and this due to the evolvement of communications mediums. This phenomenon became the subject of conferences and a key player in the economy of countries and begun ever since international forums to address the immigration issue, its causes and consequences. The immigrants’ dispersion is over the five continents and over economic, political, sports and other sectors. It is imperative to merge between immigration and development.

Speech of Mr. Ali Shami
The subject of immigration is an essential and very old subject.

Christopher Columbus was the first to discover the Americas, however some researchers say in their book in the year 1963 that the Chinese or the Phoenicians or pharaohs where the ones that discovered it. Lebanon has known immigration for more than 3000 years and has a transfer income from immigrants of 12.4% from the GDP. There is a necessity to study the principles of human rights to show the challenges posed by immigration.

The most important challenges of developing countries are:

· Immigration of the scientific and intelligent competences thus supplying the general development to the hosting countries.

· Increase in number of immigrants who seek collective security

· Evolvement of transport means

Lebanon has sought to develop a clear policy on migration and development and an action plan to bring forward new ideas in order to:

Fulfill the need to establish a full system regarding the immigration

Refute signs that put a limit to the number of immigrants and preserve workers’ rights

Enhancing the developmental impact

Tighten the relations with the Lebanese that are living abroad

Focus on studying the laws of nationality heritage

Create a master plan

Launch discussions with the expatriate communities to meet their wishes

History has been written and cannot be changed, however, we can change the present and the future has not yet been written, so let us build a good future.

Speech of Mr. Peter Widerman
Lebanon has a long history of immigration; we should create an able environment.

65% of Lebanese people live in Latin America
20% of Lebanese people live in North America

Immigrant development:
-Money transfers

-Immigrant community

Circle Immigration
Speech of Mrs, Sameeha Mehyiddin
Immigration is one of the most important occurrence that mankind has encountered. It has many benefits and contributes in developing governments and enriching them. The Arab league has tried activating the role of Arab immigrants and that has been developed over many sessions. Decrees were made with the intent to spread the Arab cultures around the world. The first decree was written in 1997 with the aim of cooperating with the Arab immigrants in order to support the Arab rights and reinforce the mother land. Other decrees concentrated on the immigrating Arab competences. On the 11th of September 2001, the Secretary General created the administration of immigrants, considering them the decision makers of in the hosting countries. Other objectives were to make use of these competences to support the Arab investments abroad and maintain the Arab identity and language. Members of the administration would regularly visit the hosting countries to meet with the immigrants and listen to their demands.

Their primary goals are:

Greaten the role of the Arab immigrants in the different political sectors 

Meet the immigrants through conferences

Link them to their homelands

Hire the great Arab minds in the scientific fields

Through our visit to Europe we noticed that the Arab communities there have different privacy than the American ones. In Europe, the social merging is not that easy as it is in America.

A directory is needed in order to:

· Find a way to exchange information about the immigrants

· Preserve the Arabic language

· Establish conferences to discover Arabic competences

· Ensure the belonging of the second and third generation

· Take care of the Arab woman who wishes to preserves her customs and traditions

· Coordinate between Arab immigration policies to obtain unified decisions

Speech of Miss. Marta Ruedas

In November 2009, we launched the program Live Lebanon, and have completed till now projects related to youth and education, environment and health. Before, children practiced sports in wastelands, whereas now 7 villages have access to proper soccer fields, enabling a fun and safe environment to play in.

There are many ways to participate including adopting a project, submitting a project, becoming a Live Lebanon partners, etc…

For more info visit: www.livelebanon.net 
Or contact us at info@livelebanon.net
 Or on +961 3 147 390.
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