Lebanese of all stripes should support the army


 
LIBC express unanimous support for the country's armed forces, in ongoing fighting between the Lebanese Army and Fatah al-Islam terrorist militants at the Nahr al-Bared refugee camp. All leaders must have the will to work seriously on finding ways to bring the Lebanese people together amid such dangerous circumstances.

Lebanese people of all stripes should support the Lebanese Army so it settles the ongoing fighting definitively. The conspiracy which the army is defying targets all Lebanese parties, sects and regions.

 

Lebanese Army will continue to protect the country, but we have to stand united behind it regardless of deep political discord.

We do not accept that Palestinian camps to become a base or passage for attacks on civil peace in a country embracing Palestinian people.

The Lebanese army deserves full support, it does not need political and verbal support only - we need to provide it with the necessary equipment."

Despite the critical security situation in Lebanon nowadays, Lebanese inside and outside Lebanon should struggle for the rehabilitation of the political, economy and social situation of Lebanon as a place to do Business and to have fun. 

Despite the huge obstacles the government will face, a great revival should be achieved on many fronts. However, the economic situation and the employee-employer’s relations have been on the edge of explosion most of that time. Huge finical aid promises has not been realised. Internal and external loans have been the major source of funding the development effort. A war-savaged economy has not enjoyed a huge rise in real growth. 

From an international investment point of view one can understand the slow growth in the Lebanese traditional industries. While the Lebanese were busy in tension and conflict, destroying their infrastructure and trashing their environment other were developing their economies, tourism, infrastructure, and cleaning up their environment. Why should an investor put his money in Lebanon while conditions are more suitable in nearby countries? Why should a tourist come to Lebanon when it is more expensive, looks like a huge building site, and it is hazardous to their health? The banking sector lost their middle man position and the prospect of regaining that has diminished with every day of latest tension. 

Foreign investment flowed into Far Eastern countries because of the low cost of manpower, huge potential market and rich natural resources. Lebanon does not have any of these advantages. So a huge industrial revival is not on the cards as Lebanon can not compete on low wages and does not even have huge expansive lands to offer in competitive deals for building industrial estates. On the contrary wages are higher than next door Syria, Jordan, Egypt or occupied Palestine. Land is at inflated premiums. 

For a long time Lebanon has tried to bring in all kind of businesses, take tourism as an example. Ex-premier Hariri sought the example of Spain where it receives tourists three times the number of local population. This can not happen in Lebanon. We do not have the space, resources, or the competitiveness. Lebanon is more expensive as a holiday destination than nearly any other place in the world with lower standards all in all. 

For example, the cost of internet connection needs to be lowered drastically.In the US internet connection is very cheap even with paying ISP for connections as their local phone charges are free. Many house holds have two phone lines, one for use as a phone another for constant connection to the Internet. Lebanon should create the right environment for people to invest. This will also require that the rest of the Infrastructure to be improved. From roads to stable electricity supplies, to sewage works. The environment needs to be cleaned up. People with high skills in several businesses, will want to work in a country that they can enjoy. 

Fostering good business conditions should also lead to modern labor and immigration laws allowing all those with appropriate expertise the chance to come and work in Lebanon regardless of their nationality. This is the case in all vibrant economies. 

Warm regards,
Nassib Fawaz (Founding president LIBC)
