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Lebanon
The main objective of t his conference is to enhance employment, investment and trade through knowledge and network development. The conference aims to achieve this goal by strengthening the links between the Lebanon-based (Middle East-based) Lebanese business community, and the Internationally based business community of Lebanese heritage.

The Conference will be held in Beirut under the High Patronage of the President of the Republic of Lebanon, His Excellency General Emile LAHOUD. Through a variety of panel discussions, participants will have the rare opportunity to explore important issues relevant to Economic Growth. The panels will include local and international speakers of very high caliber. Amongst the distinguished list of speakers, you will find businessmen, government officials, academics, and representatives of international institutions from around the world. The program of the conference is being developed in direct and close collaboration with the Lebanese American University, Business School. 

The Conference will address seven themes:

	I/
	Diaspora-Homeland Relations

	II/
	Real-Estate Opportunities & Development

	III/
	Finance, Banking & Development

	IV/
	Ethics in Business and Government 

	V/
	Industry and Trade

	VI/
	Opportunities in  IT and Communications

	VII/
	Environment and Tourism
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Participants will have ample opportunity to network with each other, explore opportunities of cooperation, exchange expertise, and expand Lebanon's and Lebanese People's horizon for the 21st Century.

Alongside the Conference, LIBC is organizing an Exhibition where local and international firms will have the opportunity to present their products, services, and latest innovations.
All willing and interested parties will be provided access to the exhibition.

With a precedent in Brazil, Sao Paolo (2003), this LIBC Conference and Exhibition is expected to draw the finest of the Lebanese People, and the very best from around the world. Its success will depend on our willingness to build a better future for ourselves.

We wish this great country a prosperous future.

PLANET LEBANON 2004
Program Committee


THE PROGRAM

Day 1: 20th of July, 2004
	08:00 – 11:15
	Inauguration Ceremony

	08:00 – 09:00
	Registration

	09:00 – 10:00
	Opening reception - Master of Ceremony: Mrs. Ghada Ballout

	10:00 – 10:15
	Arrival of HE The President of the Republic of Lebanon, H.E General Emile LAHOUD and inauguration of the Conference & Exhibition.

	10:15 – 10:35
	Opening speech by Dr. Nassib Fawaz, LIBC President.  [Download speech - format .doc - size 48KB] 

	10:35 – 10:50
	Speech by HE Dr. Marwan Hamadé, Lebanese Minister of Economy and Trade.  [Download speech - format .doc - size 38KB] 

	10:50 – 11:05
	Speech by Mr. Joao Carlos Saad , President of Grupo Bandirantes de Comunicacao, Brazil

	11:05 – 11:15
	Presentation of an Honorary Plaque to the President of the Republic of Lebanon.

	11:15 – 01:30
	Session 1: Diaspora-Homeland Relations, Opportunities and Duties
The human networks that link Lebanese and Arab Diaspora the to their homeland is a powerful socio-economic tool for the betterment of all. This session addresses different perspectives on what Diaspora-Homeland relations are, should be, and could be. The focus is on the challenges we must face in order to promote and enhance visions of cooperation and prosperity on the World level. The session also explores the opportunities that could be brought by strengthening the links between the Diaspora and the Homeland.

Moderator:
Dr. Nawaf Fawaz (Vice President, LIBC - Middle East, UAE)

Panel Speakers:
HE Mr. Ricardo Izar (Head of the Brazilian Lebanese Parliamentarian group)
HE Dr. James Zogbi (President, the American Arab Institute, Washington DC, USA)  [Download speech - format .doc - size 25KB]
HE Dr. Bouthaina Shaaban (Minister of Expatriates, Syria)
Mr. Nijad I. Fares (Chairman, LINK GROUP, USA)  [Download speech - format .doc - size 43KB]
Prof. William Harris (Professor, Otago University, New Zealand)

	01:30 – 02:15
	Session 2: Real-Estate Development and Opportunities
Real-Estate development has been a central issue in Lebanon's post-war development. This session explores the opportunities in the sector and identifies key issues of concern for investors.

Panel Speakers:
Mr. Ramzi El Hafez (Chief Editor, Lebanon Opportunities Magazine)  [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 97KB]
HE Dr. Nasser Saidi (Former Minister of Economy and first Deputy Governor, the Central Bank of Lebanon)   [Download speech (Real Estate) - format .pdf - size 202KB] 
Mr. Romeu Chap Chap (President, Secovi-SP, Brazil)   [Download speech - format .doc - size 2.35MB]   [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 2.25MB]
Mr. Jawad Adra (Managing partner Information International)

	02:15 – 04:00
	Lunch hosted by BLOM Bank at BIEL

	04:00 – 05:00
	Book signing: Lebanese Immigrants Fact and Horizon
Mr. Haitham Jomaa (General Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigrants)

	05:00 – 06:00
	LIBC General Assembly - Break

	08:30 – 10:00
	Dinner sponsored by Bank of Beirut. Mounir Restaurant-Beit Mery
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Day 2: 21st of July, 2004 

	08:30 – 09:00
	Coffee break

	09:00 – 11:00
	Session 3: Finance, Banking and Development
The financial system of any country is a defining variable in its economic development plans. Public and private financial sectors share responsibilities regarding growth and development. This session explores the current financial status of Lebanon and focuses on financial stability and investment opportunities.

Moderator :
Prof. Zuhayr Mikdashi (Professor, HEC Lausanne, Switzerland)

Panel Speakers:
Dr. Ahmad Jichi (First Deputy Governor, the Central Bank of Lebanon) [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 789KB]
Mr. Saad Azhari (Vice Chairman and General Manager, BLOM Bank)  [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 74KB]
Mr. Raymond Audi (Chairman, Audi Bank)
Mr. Wissam Farah ( Head of Middle East & North Africa, Barclays Capital UK. ) [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 1.26MB]

	11:00 – 11:30
	Coffee break
Book Signing : Regulating the Financial Sector in the Era of Globalization, by Prof. Zuhayr Mikdashi [Download speech - format .pdf - size 938KB] 

	11:30 – 01:00
	Session 4: Ethics In Business and Government
Business and government practices are being scrutinized across the planet. Ethical behavior and the responsibility to reform corrupt practices in both the public and private sectors is a crucial issue. This session addresses the responsibilities and challenges of both private and public sectors in promoting higher ethical standards in private and public positions.

Moderator :
Dr. Riad Nassar (President LAU)

Panel Speakers:
Prof. Dame Sandra Dawson (Director, Judge Institute of Management Studies, Cambridge University Business School,UK) [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 470KB]
H.E Dr. Nasser Saidi (Former Minister of Economy and First Deputy Governor, the Central Bank of Lebanon)  [Download speech (Ethics) - format .pdf - size 219KB]  [Download speech (Ethics & Governance)- format .pdf - size 158KB]
Mr. Salim Esta ( President of Beirut Bar Association )

	01:00 – 02:30
	Session 5: Industry and Trade
Industry and trade define the course of economic development. This session addresses issues relevant to the financing of industrial development, foreign direct investment in Lebanon and the opportunities for the Lebanese People in the region.

Moderator :
Mr. Fadi Abboud (President, the Lebanese Industrialists Association) [Download speech - format .doc - size 26KB]
Panel Speakers:
Dr. Armen Papazian PhD ( Cantab ) A. Prof in Finance-Business School-LAU [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 7KB]
Dr. Michael Guder (GTZ, German Industrial Development Agency, Germany)  [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 48KB]
Dr. Khater Abi Habib (Managing Director, Kafalat)  [Download speech - format .doc - size 31KB]
Mr. Mohamad Fawaz (Managing Partner, Quality Management Institute)

	02:30 – 04:00
	Lunch hosted by Issam Fares Foundation at BIEL

	04:00 – 05:00
	Lebanese Caribbean Trade Opportunities Workshop
The prospects of the Lebanese Caribbean trade have not yet been explored to its full potential. The strategic location of the Netherlands Antilles (Kingdom of the Netherlands) and specifically the Island of Curacao, provides the trading infrastructure needed by businesses to get access to the Latin and Central American markets.

Moderator :
Mr. Nasser Hakim (Director, Hakim Holding N.V.)  [Download speech - format .doc - size 25KB] 

	05:00 – 06:00
	LIBC General Assembly

	06:00 – 07:00
	Break

	07:00 – 08:00
	Reception at Le Grand Sérail hosted by The President of the Council of Ministers, HE. Mr. Rafic HARIRI

	09:00 – 10:30
	Dinner

Under the High Patronage of the President of the Parliament, HE. Mr. Nabih BERRI
Hosted by the Lebanese International Business Council
Al Janna Restaurant (Bhamboun Mehatta)
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Day 3: 22nd of July, 2004
	08:30 – 09:00
	Coffee break

	09:00 – 11:00
	Session 6: Opportunities in IT and Communications
The IT revolution has created opportunities for business exchange which were not thinkable almost a decade ago. This session explores these opportunities and focuses on the possibility of transforming Lebanon into a regional IT outsourcing hub.

Introduction:
Mrs. Roula Moussa (General Manager, Netways)
Moderator:
Mr. Joseph Hanania (General Manager, HP Middle East)

Main speaker:
Mr. Samih Barbir (Managing Director, Chairman IDAL)  [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 168KB]
Panel Speakers:
Dr. Kamal Shehadi (Managing Director, Connexus Consulting)  [Download speech - format .txt - size 11KB]
Dr. Fouad Mrad (Professor, American University of Beirut)    [Download speech (ICT Priority Issues) - format .pdf - size 210KB]    [Download Appendix - format .pdf - size 26KB]
Mr. Sami Abi Esber (President, MDS, UAE)  [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 234KB]
Mr. Charbel Fakhoury (General Manager, Microsoft Eastern Mediterranean) [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 10MB]

	11:00 – 11:30
	Coffee Break

	11:30 – 01:30
	Session 7: Environment and Tourism
Tourism is one of Lebanon's star industries. This session addresses the investment opportunities in the tourism industry. It also addresses the challenges and opportunities posed by environmental issues. Indeed, ecotourism is at the core of a wave of renewal in the industry.

Moderator :
Mrs. Nada Sardouk (Director General, the Ministry of Tourism)

Panel Speakers:
HE Dr. Ali Hussein Abdallah (Lebanese Minister of Tourism)
Mr. James Billings (Project Director, SRI International, Lebanon) [Download speech - format ppt.zip - size 3.58MB]
Mr. Mauricio Talebi Gomes (Project Director, Pró-Muriqui Research & Conservation, Brazil)
Dr. Nabil Haddad (Managing Director, MAPAS)  [Download speech - format .doc - size 31KB]

	01:30 – 03:30
	Closing Speech by Dr. Nassib Fawaz, LIBC President and LIBC General Assembly
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Day 4: 23rd of July, 2004
	08:30 PM
	Dinner :

Under the Auspices of H.E the Lebanese Minister of Tourism
Dr. Ali Hussein Abdallah
Hosted by Mr. Albert Matta Executive Vice President LIBC
Hotel Al Sheikh (Bhamboun Mehatta)


